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TO FOREIGN PARENTS

HOW PRIMARY AND FIRST LEVEL SECONDARY SCHOOL WORK IN ITALY

Enrol your children now, even if the school year has already begun, and remember that all children have the right to attend school, even if they do not have a residance permission (UN, International Convention on the Rights of the Child, art.28 and Italian Presidential Decree 394/99).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

· Laboratorio Interculturale di Porto San Giorgio

Viale delle Regioni, 6

63017 Porto San Giorgio (AP)

tel./fax 0734.674832

e-mail: interlab@cvm.an.it
· Ufficio Servizi Socio- Culturali (Servizi Scolastici)

Comune di Porto San Giorgio

Via  Veneto, 5

63017 Porto San Giorgio (AP)

· CSA / Centro Servizi Amministrativi

Via Angelini, 22

      63100 Ascoli Piceno
11. OTHER OPPORTUNITIES

Schools may also organize additional afternoon integrating and recreational activities, laboratories, sport activity etc. 

During the school year and/or in the periods of summer holidays, the  Municipality can propose to the pupils of the schools stays in recreational centres, that can require a contributive quota from the family.
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10. IF YOUR CHILD DOES NOT SPEAK ITALIAN?

To help your child fit in the class and to teach him/her the new language, teachers will organize some learning activities and lessons focused on the Italian language, both oral and written.

There are also private associations and social centres that organize courses to learn  Italian language, both for youngs and adults..

Some school has specialist teachers who are employed to teach Italian to foreign children  in small groups.
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Dear parents, 

in this booklet you will find useful information about the Italian school system and important instructions to enrol your child in the appropriate school. 

Our fundamental laws, and in particular the Constitution of the Italian Republic, guarantee to all children the opportunity to attend public school, strarting from 3 years of age (nursery school) to 19 years of age (high school diploma). Education, which is obligatory in Italy from 6 to 15 years of age, is indeed the most important means for affirming a child’s freedom, securing his or her personal rights and increasing his or her opportunity to find good jobs. 

At school, students coming from abroad will be able to learn how to read and write in Italian, and to learn about Italian culture by manteining their own. 

It is for this reason that the United Nations attribute to every individual the universal right to education, regardless of his or her immigration status or possession of a residence permit. Every Italian public school is obliged to accommodate every child who asks to enter, regardless of language, religion, sex and national origins.

Respect for diversity, equality of opportunity, help for those with special difficulties (like children with disabilities) and the full development of young peoples’ potential are the basic principles that animate Italian public schools. 

There are many children and teen-agers now in Italian schools who came from many different foreign countries. We see them as rich resource and motivating us to attain an ever-better environment for learning, developing relationships and living.

Please feel free to make inquiries at any of the schools closest to your home: here you can find all the help you need in order to take advantage of the right guaranteed under Italian and international laws.
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1. HOW MANY YEARS DO CHILDREN ATTEND SCHOOL IN ITALY?

School attendance is mandatory from 6 to 15 years old. This include:

· 5 years of primary school;

· 3 years of first level secondary school (formerly lower middle school);

· 1 year of second level secondary school (formerly upper middle school).

Children less than 6 years of age may attend nursery school.

Day nursery
up to 3 years old

Infant school
from 3 to 6 years old

Primary school
from 6 to 11 years old

First level secondary school
from 11 to 14 years old

Second level secondary school
over 14 years old

Primary school is free of charge. Text-books are provided by the school; families are responsible for purchasing exercise books, pens, pencils etc.

Ask the teachers for a list of the material your child will require.

The enrolment to the first level secondary school is free. Text-books are not free and must be acquired to you from the pupil. 

The pupils in economic difficulties have the possibility to get on loan and obtain the books for the school year. 

Ask information to the secretariat of the school.

_____________________________________________________________
Notes:
Infant school

· children aged 3 by the 30th April of the school year in issue may be sign up.

Primary school

· children aged 6 by the 30th April of the school year in issue may be sign up.
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9. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF PARENTS / TEACHERS MEETINGS?

Teachers periodically meet with parents to talk about the general program of the study and about the pupils, their difficulties and their progresses.

These meetings are very important to enable the school and family to work together towards the child's education and integration in the school.

INDIVIDUAL MEETING

Teachers inform parents about the day of the week when they are available to meet theem to talk about their child.

Parents can also request a meeting with the teachers.

(If you want to talk about your child, ask for a meeting with the teachers)

PARENTS' PARTICIPATION IN THE SCHOOL LIFE

Parents and teachers partecipate in the school life and elect their own representatives to the following organizations: the class council, the interclass council and the School Council.

Throughout the school year the members of these organizations parteicipate to several aspect of school life. 
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8. HOW ARE SCHOOL RESULTS ASSESSED?

Both in the primary and first level secondary school, every school year is divided into two parts (four-month periods): from September to January and from February to June.

In January and in June, teachers assess pupil's results and prepare a "school report" for the family and this will be given out by an individual meeting in February and in June.

For every studied subject it is expressed a short  judgement: insufficient, sufficient, good, distinct, excellent.

At the end of school year, the pupil is admitted to the next class or held back.

There is a final exam at the end of the three years on the first level secondary school.
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2. WHICH DOCUMENTS ARE REQUIRED TO ENROL CHILDREN AT PRIMARY AND FIRST LEVEL SECONDARY SCHOOL?

To enrol pupil at primary school and at first level secondary school, parents must fill in the form supplied by secretary's office.

In this form, parents must state the pupil's date of birth and provide all the other information requested.

If the child has the following documents:

●  birth certificate

●  vaccination certificate

●  declaration for school attended in native country

a copy should be given to the secretary.

If the child does not possess these documents, parents are responsible for stating the child's level of schooling in his/her native country.

In filling out the application form, parents should decide on:

●   the type of school chosen (see number 3)

●   Catholic education (see number 5) 

●   registration for school meals and/or the transport 

     service (see. number 4).
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3. "FULL TIME" OR "NORMAL TIME" PRIMARY SCHOOL?

At the moment of application parents must choose between two possibilities of timetables and formats:

●   "normal time" school:

      27 o 30 hours per week: 27 compulsory hours, 3 optional hours.

     The weekly timetable (1, 2, 3 o 4 afternoons) is set by the school. 

●   "full time" school  (only in least schools):

     40 hours per week, from Monday to Friday

     (+ 10 mealtime hours)

In some schoos, the service of school meal does not exist, therefore the pupil must come back home for lunch.

It is important to arrive at school on time.

Ask for your child's school timetable as soon as possible.
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7. WHAT DO CHILDREN LEARN AT SCHOOL?

At primary school, pupils study:

●  Italian language

●  Mathematics

●  Sciences

●  History

●  Geography

●  Technology and I.T.

●  English

●  Drawing (art and images)

●  Gymnastics (motor sciences)

●  Music (singing and music)

At first level secodary school, students study:

●  Italian

●  English

●  a second communitarian language (French, German or Spanish)

●  History

●  Geography

●  Mathematics

●  Sciences

●  Technology

●  Computer science

●  Art

●  Musical appreciation

●  Physical education.
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6. WHICH IS THE SCHOOL CALENDAR?

School years lasts about  9 months: it starts in mid-September and finishes in mid-June.

There are two holidays periods:

●  two weeks at Christmas (usually from 23rd  December to 6th  January)

●  about one week at Easter (in March or April).

Other holidays are available throughout the year and may vary from school to school.

The school will inform you of these holidays through notes in your child's school diary.

Always check your child's diary!
ABSENCES

Every absences must be justified by parents.

When students enter at school late or  go out early, they must present an explanation note signed by parents; pupils must be taken to or taken back by parents or an adult with a proxy.

If a student fall ill for more than 5 days, it is necessary to present a medical certificate when he comes back to school.
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WHAT TYPE OF FIRST LEVEL SECONDARY SCHOOL CAN  YOU CHOOSE?

In many schools parents can choose between two different school timetables and formats:

●  "normal time" school:

    27 compulsory hours per week+  6 optional hours, from monday to 

    friday, from 8:15 am to 1:15 pm.

●  "extended time" school:

     it includes  mealtime and afternoon re-entries.

Ask immediately your child's school timetable.
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4. HOW DO YOU TAKE ADVANTAGE OF MUNICIPALITY SERVICES?
REFECTORY

In some school there is a service of school canteen. Parents pay for the lunch; for the free use of this service you must address to the Social Services Offices of your Town -Hall. 

It is possible to ask  a special diet for health or religious reasons.

SCHOOL TRANSPORT

The Municipality provide for the  transport service to and from school by a school bus service, the payment is based on the criterias established by the same Municipality.

For further information, enquire the secretary's office in the school.
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5. CATHOLIC EDUCATION OR ALTERNATIVE CHOICE? 

Italian schools teach the Catholic religion for two hours per week. Upon enrolment, parents must declare whether they choose to: 

        

Catholic education. If parents decide not to allow their children to receive Catholic education, they can choose between three possible alternatives:

●  alternative educational activities;

●  individual study and/or research activity, supervised by a teacher;

●  coming out from school.
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